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April 21, 2016 

 

Grant Pryznyk  
Chairperson  
Wek’èezhıı̀ Renewable Resources Board  
PO BOX 67 Wekweeti NT X0E 1W0  
 
 
Re:  Délın̨e ̨Ɂehdzo Got’ın̨e ̨(Renewable Resources Council) Final Written Submission for Wek’èezhıı̀ 
Renewable Resources Board Public Hearing on Bluenose East Caribou Herd Management Proposal 
2016-19 
 
 
The Délın̨e ̨Ɂehdzo Got’ın̨e ̨(Délın̨e ̨Renewable Resources Council, DRRC) appreciates the opportunity to 
participate in this process, and to present own management proposal for the Bluenose East caribou, 
Belarewıĺe Gots’e  ́Ɂekwe  ́- Caribou for All Time: A Deĺı  ne  Got’ı  ne  Plan of Action.   
 
We have reviewed the “Government of the Northwest Territories and Tłıc̨hǫ Government Joint Proposal 
on Caribou Management Actions for the Bluenose East Herd: 2016-2019” (“the Proposal”), and related 
materials posted on the Public Registry of the Wek’èezhıı̀ Renewable Resources Board (WRRB). The 
DRRC will not be commenting on any specific aspects of the Joint Proposal, but would like to respectfully 
submit our Final Written Arguments regarding the role of the Délın̨e ̨Plan of Action as part of the 
broader management context for this herd.  
 
Our objective in presenting at the WRRB hearing was to be able to share with our relatives and 
neighbours in the Tłıc̨hǫ Region what we have learned in our first year of planning and implementation. 
We wanted to demonstrate how a community-driven conservation plan like Délın̨e’̨s can fit into the 
larger picture of cross-regional and cross-cultural caribou stewardship. The Plan is an effort to document 
and renew the conservation approach of our grandparents. We have a long common history and shared 
landscape with the Tłıc̨hǫ people, and implementing and developing our Plan moving forward will 
require renewing and maintaining our relationships with them.  
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The Délın̨e ̨community leadership organisations decided to establish a Working Group of knowledgeable 
elders, current harvesters and youth to develop the Délın̨e ̨Plan in order to achieve recognition of and 
support for our approach to caribou conservation by our co-management partners. In undertaking this 
we drew upon successful experiences in indigenous community conservation initiatives elsewhere in 
Canada and in Australia. But the Délın̨e ̨Plan is an expression of Dene Ts’ıl̨ı ̨(who we are as Dene), and 
represents one avenue among the diverse approaches that are needed for caribou conservation.  
 
We are thankful to our community for their strong support and commitment in its first year, and to the 
Sahtú and Wek’èezhıı̀ Renewable Resources Boards as well as ENR for their consideration. We look 
forward to continuing dialogue within and beyond the Sahtú. We still have a lot to learn from our own 
experience and from others, and therefore consider the Plan to be a living document that will evolve 
and grow stronger over time. 
 
Délın̨e ̨looks forward to supporting and cooperating with the Tłıc̨hǫ people and leadership, no matter 
what path they choose for their territory, as we all have a shared goal of ensuring that there are Caribou 
for All Time.   
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Walter Bezha, 867-589-8100 ext. 1004, 
or dlc_lands@gov.deline.ca. 
 


