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North Slave Métis Alliance (NSMA)
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Represents s.35 Aboriginal rights-bearing Métis people of the Great Slave Lake 
area;

Has a good prima facie claim to Aboriginal right to harvest caribou on their 
traditional lands (Enge v. Mandeville, 2013);

Has traditionally harvested from the Bluenose East caribou herd.
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Proposed Harvest Limit

NSMA supports the proposed lower harvest limit and recommended 
allocations (300 overall bull-only, and 5 for NSMA) on the basis that:
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cow and calf survival rates stay steady or increase;

the effects of the proposed harvest will be minimal.
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Collaborative Management
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Concerns with collaboration process
• “…within Wekeezhii, the goal is to allow the exercise of Tlicho rights to harvest caribou throughout Mowhi

Gogha De Niitlee.” (Joint Management Proposal 2019, p.7)

Multiple instances of late-stage engagement
• “A separate TG-ENR joint management proposal to WRRB on reduction of wolf numbers….is being 

developed” (p.2);

• “TG and ENR will explore ways of supporting other harvesting initiatives…”(p.9);

• “ ENR’s new On-the-Land unit…working with Tlicho Government…to identify appropriate cultural activities 
and harvest of other wildlife.” (p.9);

• “TG, ENR and WRRB staff met monthly…to talk about status and management of the Bluenose-East, 
Bathurst and Beverly/Ahiak caribou herds…” (p.18).

NSMA recommends the ENR to start working collaboratively with the NSMA and 
other affected Indigenous organizations at an earlier stage of the planning. It appears 
that a number of various plans and initiatives have been under development by the 
GNWT, TG, and WRRB. While the GNWT may have an obligation under an agreement 
within Wekeezhii, wolf management plan and alternate species harvest incentive 
program, for example, extend beyond the Wekeezhii boundary.  NSMA believes that 
the ENR stands to benefit from a more collaborative approach that includes other 
affected Indigenous groups such as the NSMA. 
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Predator Management

Predator removal should be a tool of last resort.

Currently, there are more discussions and commitments about predator 
removals than attempt to understand the predator ecology:
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No wolf survey done since 2012;

No collared wolves;

No survey ever undertaken outside of Bathurst caribou range;

No concrete plans to carry out another survey.

NSMA strongly recommends that more thorough survey and assessment should 
precede any aggressive wolf/predator removal measures. It should be emphasized 
that there is little current data on any wolf populations within the NWT. 
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Long-term Management
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Lack of herd specific long-term management plan;

Need for a long-term management plan similar to the Porcupine caribou herd;

No existing process to make such plan. 
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Thank you. Questions? 
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