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The MerriamWebster Online Dictionary defines the word
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genuine something that is false or often
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In 1983, Dr. Anne Gunn, caribou biologist for the Government of the
Northwest Territories, writes:

OA strong argument can be made focreating concern

about future high levels of exploratory activities for non
renewable resources...This means that it iIs necessary to
take conservative measures in the absence of biologically
sound data to the contrary, and provide the fullest measure
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File Report #30, 1983, Caribou Behaviour, Range Use Patterns and Short Term
Responses to Helicopter Landings on the Beverly Calving Ground ,1982



Right Person, Right Place

The Environmental Movement has conspired to shut down the timbering industry, stop oil and
gas production , close down access to public lands, introduced wolves to stop hunting in the
western United States, created a scare campaign to prevent nuclear power plants, banned lead
bullets in California because condors were eating them, etc. etc. Simply put, | believe from all the
| EOAOAOOOA )6 0A OAAAh OEAO $immastrialmbveme.GAeOA OE
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Working with her longtime colleague, Susan Fleck, now the Director of Wildlife for the
Government of the Northwest Territories, Dr. Gunn has had a virtual monopoly on caribou
research in the Northwest Territories. None of her work quoted in this presentation has ever beer
subjected to peer review. Controlllng the information in a tlny government, for 25 years she has,
AO POT I EOAA A AckebtindcbnceXnialip@ futurd High fevel® of exploratory

activities for nonrenewable resources**

For many years, Dr. Gunn did reasonably credible work. But then, in theXriid @6 Oh  AA A
deluge of (successful) exploratory work for diamonds, petroleum, uranium, natural gassietc.
decided to crash the major caribou herd in the Northwest Territories, the Bathurst Caribou Herd.

And that is why we are here today. It is the reason the outfitting industry has been destroyed, anc
why the resident hunters, and the First Nation hunters, are not allowed to hunt.

*Extent of Calving for the Bathurst and Ahiak HerdO1T A woodwh 'TT A ' O1T 1T AT A | AOEAT $B8EI
** See previous page
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activists, theuse of caribou as a sacred cgets tiresome.

Especially to those, like me, who have lived and worked in the north
for many years. There is no evidence that caribou have been or are
affected by mineral exploratiorBefore caribou became the anti
development poster chilgthey grazed around mine sites, wandered
through camps, and interacted with human activities with complete
Indifference. The reality is that they are largely unaffected by
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*Gordon Clarke, CEO North Arrow Minerals, July 4, 2007 letter to The Honorable Jim Prentice,
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs



The Bathurst Caribou in Decline
What the ENR is Telling the Public
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ENR Deputy Minister Bob Bailey, January 11, 2007 Press Release
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The Bathurst Caribou in Decline
2006-2009 Nearing the End

years accordlng to ENR ENR clalms the rate-lgm but their math 5
wrong.
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Unprecedented Caribou Crash
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Management Plan, is 8% for cows, 16% for bulls, for an 11% overall mortality
rate.

Current Mortality Rate for cows, according to ENR, is ové&i62%higher than normal.

According to ENR, the Bathurst Herd has lost 145,039 adult caribou in the past
three years . This does not include calf mortality.

Additionally, the neighboring Ahiak herd, according to ENR lost 60%

since 2006. Since the ENR said the Ahiak herd was steady or increasing

in 2008, that means it lost a mininum of 120,000 caribou from 2008 to 20009.
Counting recruitment of 46 calves per 100 cows, as reported by ENR, this means
The Ahiak herd had 181,272 adult caribou die in the past year.

In the last year alone, the Bathurst and Ahiak herd has had overl 6,992
adult caribou die, according to ENR.




Unprecedented Caribou Mortality, But No
Dead Caribou?

In fact, the Bathurst herd has had high pregnancy rates,
high calf survival rates, an virtually no unhealthy caribou.

Where are the nearly 216,992 dead adult caribou carcasses, just in the

past year?
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over dead.

Since 2006, according to ENR, the Bathurst and Ahiak herds have

lost451,000 caribou (assumes a 2:1 bull to cow ratio and an average calf
survival rate of 45/100).

I YXhooo AAAA AAOI O AAOEAI Oh AT A %. 2



No signs of unhealthy caribou

If the caribou herd was dropping at this rate, there would be multiple signs
showing up in the ENR Data.
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thousands of emaciated and dying caribou.

3. Caribou dying at over 50% a year , means they are living only two years. 17 % of
two year old cows get pregnant, with nearly 100 at three years old. Given this,
how can we have such high pregnancy rates.

I8 %.2 xI 160 OAlIl OO xEAO OEA AAAOE O
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unprecedented mortality rate.



Nl n the | ate 1990s, we
a decline and the surveys we have done

now show a 70% decline in most of the
herds. o*

*Susan Fleck, Director of Wildlife Division for the N.W.T.
Government told CBC News on January 26, 2007:

| have spent over two thousand hours reading government
documentation, from the 1950s on. There is no documentation from
the late 1990s documenting a caribou decline. In fact, the
government said exactly the opposite. Here is what they said and
did.



In 1996, Ray Case, of the ENR said:
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Why would he say that about a herd that
was (according to the ENR in 2007) dropping
5% a year,** -and at that point.in time, -had
dropped 50%: over the past ten years?

*The Status and Management of the Bathurst Caribou Herd, Ray Case, Laurie
Buckland, and Mark Wiliams, RWED, 1996

**File Report #163



In 2000, outfitter tag quotas were increased from 132 to 180
tags, per outfitter . 4 EAO6 O A Qam EI AOA/

Wh wouldthe EINIR fi --n i inaoect dag F30 b & dvel ehifttlh axls deeade daci€iagigtn 5%
very year fior 1lyeass2?? A 7"WHLAme n¥lack|deid bae rbeen
cun‘l\eﬁln 05" |dit e’y adblcate Mbre Harlzest? X i | ¢

This i1s what RWED said in May of 2000, when it increased our
tags:

d&iven the knowledge RWED has currently respec
Bathurst caribou herd, the Department is of the view that
OEA EI AOAAOA EO xEOEE]

*Qailvvik, Ltd. Files, letter from RWED.



Dr. Anne Gunn, GNWT
Biologist: 2001

Dr. Anne Gunn, in the bodRonservation of Exploited Species,
printed in 2001, said this on pages 4287, while speaking of
the barrenground caribou in the Northwest Territories:
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by the 1990s, it became obvious that the herds of barrelground caribou

R.t. groenlandicus hadincreased in size up to fivefoldCurrently, on the
mainland tundra, the four largest herds of barreaground Caribou

(Bathurst, Beverly, Qaminurjuaq, Queen Maud Gulf) totaled

1.4 Million caribou in the mid 1990s, and argrobably stable or
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talked about the use of collars on 20 Bathurst caribou. Data received via

satellite from the collars helped show how the Bathurst herd has shifted its

range south through the Thelon Game Sanctuary, as far as Rennie Lake.

Always considered strictly Beverly caribou range heré&;unn said there was
concern that animals from the Bathurst, Qamanirjuag and Ahiak (Queen

Maud Gulf) herds were crowding onto the Beverly rangecompeting for a food
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*CARIBOU NEWS IN BRIE¥olume 5 No. 1- August 2001



Brent Patterson, GNWT Wildlife Biologist in
2002*

Gour minimum count alone alleviates most
concerns regarding potential overharvest of Bluenose% A OO AAOEAI O
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exceeds the previous estimate of total herd s{kagy et
al., 1999) and even exceeds the estimate for all Bluenose

caribou in the 1980s (McLean and Russell, 1992psent
densities of Bluenos&ast caribou may represent at

least a 25year high(Latour et al., 1986; McLean and Russell,
Xiiwn .AcU AO AI 8h XiiiQ8o0s

*Population Estimate for the Bluenoskast Caribou Herd
Using PostCalving Photography
BRENT R. PATTERSON,1 BENJAMIN T. OLSEN2 and DAMIEN O. JOLY3



And yet three years later, right after ENR splits with ITl,
we have the outfitters in the Sahtu Region closed down,

and huge restrictions on caribou harvest for the Inuvialuit
people.

Not based on science, but on a Political Agenda.



February 2003:

nCari bou  bi ol ogil st--Anne
Herd-common to the central arctic-appears to be
doing fine at the moment.
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nJudging . by - what: wWeoVve
t. hev . s.eem-.,to--be. .l n.0ka
Gu.nn.: nWel centaitnl.y ha
-eporit;sy-o0f, canli;mal's 1 n

*Www.tundrawolves.org/media.htm



Anne Gunn: 2004
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2 lame caribou, in 12,444. Not dead, not dying,
just lame Go to any meeting in Yellowknife with
100 people (let alone 12,444), and see how many

are lame. How unhealthy can this herd be???

**Calf Survival and Adult Sex Ratio in the Bathurst Herd of BarretGround Caribou
2001-2004. Ann Gunn, John Boulanger, and Judy Williams. 2005




What the BOCMB Reported in 2002006

Nunavut

O4EAOCA xAO A OPAAOAAOI AO AAOI
Kivallig Region between 20052006, with sightings of tens of
thousands of animals atatime7 EAO8 O [ 1 Okb OE/
reports received of unhealthy cariboiysaid Department of
Environment wildlife manager (Kivallig Region) and BQCMB
memberDan Shewchuk and Arviat regional biologis¥itch
Campbell BOQCMB membekaurent Angalik of Arviat found

that, as a hunter, these were thealthiest caribou he had ever
seen,x EOE |11 00 1T £ £ZAO 11 OEA AIE
Nunavut,caribou were so plentiful that some residents said

they had never seen so many Qamanirjuaq caribou befode

http://www.arctic-caribou.com/PDF/BQCMB_2005 2006 Annual Report.pdf



Tuktu crossindgarrell Greer Northern News Services
Published Wednesday, July 23, 2008 ARVIAT
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one taking a different route than usual.T he first herd was
reportedly close to 300,00G:rong and was spotted on

Nunavut Day... A second herd went by Arviat this past week, coming
from the usual northern direction towards the hamlet.The immense

herd passed within four kilometres of the community.Suluk saiothe

second herd also numbered several
hundred-thousand StrOng and attracted more

attention from local hunters.."



CBC NEWS: January 16, 2007

oTerritori al goveRan@asen t
said climate change Is probably the cause of
the drop I n cari bou numt




Climate Change Killing Caribou?
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insects, notably warble flies and mosquitoes. Harassment by these insects
reduces feeding time and thus thinner cows.

) O60 A T EAA OEAI ouh AOO OEA AAOA AT A
have low pregnancy rates. Calf survival would be low.

Neither of these is true.

AEAOA EAOA AAAT 11 xAAOEAO OAOAT OOo6h
from feeding, and creating mass dadfs.
Caribou have thrived for millions of years in climate as far south as Idaho and

Maine, in the, what is now, United States. Small, remnant herds still remain in
these states. Caribou clearly can adapt to warmer temperatures.



All through the late 1970s, the 1980s, the 1990s, and up until June,

2003, the biologists of RWED said the caribou are doing just fine.

40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year, dozens of RWED employees,

millions of dollars, for over a quarter a century, the caribou show

all signs of being just fine. Then, all of sudden, in 2003, Dr. Anne
Oi'1T AAAEAAO OEAUGOA AAAT AOI P

Now, in 2007, they want us to believe they are disappearing due to
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adapted for 6000 years, and now the climate is so bad, they are

going extinct?

*GNWT File Report #163.



Herd Numbers; for:Barren Ground
Caribou in the NWT, according-to.the ENR

a0 Source: CARMA website, 354,000
using GNWT numbers
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1,188,000
Herd Numbers; for:Barren Ground

Caribou in the NW.T, According-to. the
ENR

2006

1,000,000

750,000 Source: GNWT Website

In 2006, we had 7 major caribou herds.

Since then, they have added the Tuk 496,000
500,000 Peninsula herd.
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1,188,000

1,000,000
Comparison:Graph of 1980 vs.
2006 NWI :Barren:Ground Caribou

Herds
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This Is a
336%
354,000 increase.
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Caribou Population: frendline in 11

the NW.T, 1980 to 2006, .0ver a 188,000
guarter. century of Carnbou
Monitoring by the GNWAT
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The GNWT independently-confirms our numbers in Its
2005 report to the federal government

~
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Strategy, The CCWHC assembled population estimates for wild cervids (deer
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to the agency is:

1,534,000 caribou in.the, NWT*

We believe the reason for the discrepancy between the 1,188,000 caribou and the 1,534,000 caribou is that
the latter number includes Porcupine caribou herd.

* Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health«Centre, Volume 11, Fall.of 2005, #1



Why Has The Bathurst Herd Dropped???

It is really quite a simple answer. Ungulate biologist Dr. Anne
Gunn,in 1996 simply decided that all the caribou calving
east of the Bathurst Inlet, would no longer be called
Bathurst Caribou.They would henceforth be calledQueen
Maud Gulf Caribouor later the renamedAhiak Caribou

O10AAT - AOA ' Ol £# AAOEAT O EAO
AAOEAT O I1T OEA AAOOAOT OOA-A
Anne Gunn

*Page 34, File report #126.



