
The Great Crashing Caribou 

Hoax

A Simple Explanation Why the Bathurst Herd 
is Disappearing



The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary defines the word 

Ȱ(ÏÁØȱ 

ȰÔÏ ÔÒÉÃË ÉÎÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÉÎÇ ÁÓ 
genuine something that is false or often 
ÐÒÅÐÏÓÔÅÒÏÕÓȢȱ



In 1983, Dr.  Anne Gunn, caribou biologist for the Government of the 
Northwest Territories,  writes: 

ȰA strong argument can be made for creating concern 
about future high levels of exploratory activities for non-
renewable resources.....This means that it is necessary to 
take conservative measures in the absence of biologically 
sound data to the contrary, and provide the fullest measure 
ÏÆ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÈÅÒÄÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȢȱ

File Report #30, 1983, Caribou Behaviour, Range Use Patterns and Short Term 
Responses to Helicopter Landings on the Beverly Calving Ground ,1982



Right Person, Right Place

The Environmental Movement, (not the admirable one that cleaned up acid rain), has conspired to 
shut down the timbering  industry, stop oil and gas production , close down access to public lands, 
introduced wolves to stop hunting, created a scare campaign to prevent nuclear power plants,  
banned lead bullets in California because condors were eating them, etc. etc. Simply put, I believe 
ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÔÕÒÅ )ȭÖÅ ÒÅÁÄȟ ÔÈÁÔ $ÒȢ 'ÕÎÎ ÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÆÅÒÖÅÎÔÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÔÉ-industrial 
movement. She clearly states her ȰÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÌÙ ÄÒÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÇÁÓ 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȢȱɕ

Working with her longtime colleague, Susan Fleck, now the Director of Wildlife for the 
Government of the Northwest Territories, Dr. Gunn had a virtual monopoly on caribou research in 
the Northwest Territories. None of her work quoted in this presentation has ever been subjected 
to peer review. Controlling the information in a tiny government, for 25 years she has, as promised 
ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ΧίήΩȟ ÂÅÅÎ Ȱ creating concern about future high levels of exploratory activities for non-
renewable resources**. For many years, Dr. Gunn did reasonably credible work. But then, in the 
mid-ΧίίΦȭÓȟ ÆÁÃÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÅÌÕÇÅ ÏÆ ɉÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌɊ ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÏÒÙ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÄÉÁÍÏÎÄÓȟ ÐÅÔÒÏÌÅÕÍȟ 
uranium, natural gas, etc., she decided to crash the major caribou herd in the Northwest 
Territories, the Bathurst Caribou Herd.

$ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÍÅȩ 2ÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÍ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÃÏÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎÓȢ     

*Extent of Calving for the Bathurst and AhiakHerdsJune 2002, Anne Gunn and Adrian $ȭÈÏÎÔ, RWED, GNWT 

** See previous page



#ÁÒÉÂÏÕȡ 4ÈÅ Ȱ3ÐÏÔÔÅÄ /×Ìȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ 

Ȱ7ÈÉÌÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÔÉ- development 
activists, the use of caribou as a sacred cowgets tiresome. 
Especially to those, like me, who have lived and worked in the north 
for many years. There is no evidence that caribou have been or are 
affected by mineral exploration. Before caribou became the anti-
development poster child, they grazed around mine sites, wandered 
through camps, and interacted with human activities with complete 
indifference. The reality is that they are largely unaffected by 
ÅØÐÌÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢȱ ɕ

*Gordon Clarke, CEO North Arrow Minerals, July 4, 2007 letter to The Honorable Jim Prentice, 
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs



The Bathurst Caribou in Decline:
What the ENR is Telling the Public

Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÁÔÈÕÒÓÔ ÈÅÒÄ ÈÁÓ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅÄ Ϋϻ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒ ÓÉÎÃÅ Χίήάȟ 
ÆÒÏÍ ΪέάȟΦΦΦȟ ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ΧΨήȟΦΦΦȢ Ȱ

ENR Deputy Minister Bob Bailey, January 11, 2007 Press Release

1986 2006

476,000

128,000



The Bathurst Caribou in Decline:
2006-2009Nearing the End

2006 2009

128,000

32,000

The Bathurst Herd has declined by a rate of 37% the past three 
years, according to ENR.  ENR claims the rate is 22-23%, but their math is 
wrong. 



Bathurst Caribou Herd Status:  Estimated to be 128,000 in 2006.  The herd 
has declined by approximately 63 percent from 350,000 in 1996.  
Recruitment in spring 2008 was good (50 calves: 100 cows).  Calf 
production in June 2007 and June 2008 was good.  Adult male:femalesex 
ratio was low in the fall of 2006 and lower in 2007 (31 bulls:100 cows).  
Management:  The Bathurst Caribou Management Planning Committee 
completed the Management Plan for the herd in November 2004.  The 
Plan recommends implementation of a comprehensive monitoring pro-
gram and coordination of multi-party research, monitoring and 
management programs.  ENR North Slave Region is working with the 
Government of Nunavut and other organizations on implementing 
aspects of these monitoring programs.  Acalvingground census was 
conducted in 2006 and will be repeated in 2009.  Calving distribution was 
mapped in June 2007 and June 2008 and was similar to that documented 
during the 2006 calv- ing ground census. While recent surveys have shown 
that productivity and recruitment have increased, it will take a cou- ple
years before these young animals begin to breed. WorkshopsonBathurst 
caribou management have been held in February 2006 and November 
2006. The WRRB recommended that ENR not implement the 
management actions proposed to the WRRB inDecember2006.  Ajoint
proposal for management actions between ENR and TåîchôGovernment 
is being prepared. ENR hosted a workshop on cumulative 



AhiakCaribou Herd Status:  Estimated at roughly 200,000 in 1996.  Current status 
unknown, but has likely been stable or increased since 1996.  ENR conducted 
systematic reconnaissance surveys of the calving ground in June 2006, 2007, and 
2008 to determine distribution of calving caribou.  Aspringcomposition survey was 
carried out in March 2008 and the calf:cowratio of 46 calves:100 cows was good; 
consistent with other NWTherds. Management:  No management planning has 
occurred for this transboundaryherd.  In the past, ENR maintained a low number of 
collared cows to monitor seasonal movements as this herd is harvested lightly by 
NWTresidents.  Ten satellite collars were deployed in March 2005, to allow for 
continued monitoring of movementsforup to four years.  30 additional collars were 
deployed in April 2008. About 10 additional collars were deployed by Nunavut. 
Obtaining an accurate estimate of the size of the Ahiakherd will be difficult due to 
the remote nature of itsrange, weather conditions and the ÈÅÒÄȭÓÌÁÒÇÅcalving 
ground.  The collars will need to be satellite collars due to the remote location of the 
calving and post calving areas.  The additional col- larsshould assist in understanding 
ÔÈÉÓ ÈÅÒÄȭÓ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 



Do the Math Yourself

128,000 caribou in 2006 down to 32,000 in 2009. 

In 2007, if it loses 22%, in 2007 it would have 128,000 x .78 or  99,840

In 2008, the 99,840 would be reduced by another 22%, or down to
77,875.

In 2009, the 77,875 caribou would lose another 22%, and thus would 
be reduced to 60,743.

ENR says they are down to 32,000, not 60,743

The proper rate of decline is 37%, or survival rate of 63%.
128,000 x .63 (2007) x.63 (2008) x.63 (2009) equals 32,006.

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÍÁÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÅÔ %.2 ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÒÉÇÈÔȢ    



the past
three years of 40-50 calves per 100 cows. Adding in

the recruitment, the mortality rate of cows
ÉÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΫΨϻȢ )Î Á ȰÎÏÒÍÁÌȱ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÈÅÒÄȟ ÔÈÅ

mortality rate for bulls is double that of cows*. That would 
put the Bathurst bull mortality rate

at 104%, a mathematical impossibility. 

* 1996 Bathurst Caribou Management Plan



Unprecedented Caribou Crash

4ÈÅ ȰÎÏÒÍÁÌȱ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÍÏÒÔÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Χίίά "ÁÔÈÕÒÓÔ #ÁÒÉÂÏÕ
Management Plan, is 8% for cows, 16% for bulls, for an 11% overall mortality 
rate.

Current Mortality Rate for cows is over 662% higher than normal.

According to ENR, the Bathurst Herd has lost 145,039 caribou in the past 
three years .

Additionally, the neighboring Ahiakherd, according to ENR lost 60%
since 2006. Since the ENR said the Ahiakherd was steady or increasing 
in 2008, that means it lost a mininumof120,000 caribou from 2008 to 2009.

In the last year alone, the Bathurst and Ahiakherd has had over 148,404 
adult caribou die, according to ENR.



Unprecedented Caribou Mortality, But No Dead 
Caribou?

In fact, the Bathurst herd has had high pregnancy rates,
high calf survival rates, an virtually no unhealthy caribou. 

Where are the nearly 234,404 dead adult caribou carcasses, just in the past 
year?

7ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÙÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕȩ (ÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÒÏÐ
over dead.

Since 2006, according to ENR, the Bathurst and Ahiakherds have 
lost451,000 caribou (assumes a 2:1 bull to cow ratio and an average calf 
survival rate of 45/100).

ΪΫΧȟΦΦΦ ÄÅÁÄ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕȟ ÁÎÄ %.2 ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÓÔÓ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÏÎÅȢ



No signs of unhealthy caribou

If the caribou herd was dropping at this rate, there would be multiple signs 
showing up in the ENR Data.

ΧȢ 5ÎÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÃÏ× ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÐÒÅÇÎÁÎÔȢ %.2 2ÅÐÏÒÔÓ ίΧ-100% pregnancy 
rates.

ΨȢ 5ÎÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÆÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÇÏÒÏÕÓȢ .Ï ÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÅÎÓ ÏÆ 
thousands of emaciated and dying caribou.

3. Caribou dying at over 50% a year , means they are living only two years. 17 % of 
two year old cows get pregnant, with nearly 100 at three years old. Given this, 
how can we have such high pregnancy rates.

ΪȢ %.2 ×ÏÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÕÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÒÁÔÅ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÌÁÒÅÄ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÎÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ 
ÁÓÓÕÍÅ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÖÅÒ ΫΦϻ Á ÙÅÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÁÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÉÓ 
unprecedented mortality rate. 



ñIn the late 1990s, we started documenting 

a decline and the surveys we have done 

now show a 70% decline in most of the 

herds.ò* 

*Susan Fleck, Director of Wildlife Division for the N.W.T. 

Government told CBC News on January 26, 2007:

I have spent over two thousand hours reading government 
documentation, from the 1950s on. There is no documentation from 
the late 1990s documenting a caribou decline. In fact, the 
government said exactly the opposite. Here is what they said and 
did.  



In 1996, Ray Case, of the ENR said:
ȱ4ÈÅ "ÁÔÈÕÒÓÔ ÈÅÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎ 

ÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȢȱ ɕ

Why would he say that about a herd that 
was (according to the ENR in 2007) dropping 
5% a year,** and at that point in time, had 
dropped 50% over the past ten years?

*The Status and Management of the Bathurst Caribou Herd, Ray Case, Laurie 
Buckland, and Mark Wiliams, RWED, 1996

**File Report #163



In 2000, outfitter tag quotas were increased from 132 to 180 
tags, per outfitter .4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á Ωάϻ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅȢ  

Why would the ENR give out more tags for a herd that has been decreasing 5% 
every year for 15 years??? Why, if ENR, according to Susan Fleck, had been 
ȰÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ  ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ΧίίΦÓȱ ÄÉÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔȩ

This is what RWED said in May of 2000, when it increased our 
tags:

ȰGiven the knowledge RWED has currently respecting the 
Bathurst caribou herd, the Department is of the view that 
ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÈÁÒÖÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÌÅÖÅÌÓȢȱɕ

*Qaivvik, Ltd. Files, letter from RWED. 



Dr. Anne Gunn, in the book Conservation of Exploited Species, 
printed in 2001, said this on pages 426-427, while speaking of 
the barren-ground caribou in the Northwest Territories:

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΧίήΦÓ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÉÁÌ ÁÎÄȟ ÂÙ 
the 1990s, it became obvious that the herds of barren-ground  caribou R.t. 
groenlandicus had increased in size up to fivefold.Currently, on the mainland 
tundra, the four largest herds of barren-ground  Caribou (Bathurst, Beverly, 
Qaminurjuaq, Queen Maud Gulf) totaled 
ΧȢΪ -ÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄ ΧίίΦÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÓÔÁÂÌÅ ÏÒ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇȢȱ 

Dr. Anne Gunn, GNWT 
Biologist: 2001



Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ Á ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ .74 ÂÉÏÌÏÇÉÓÔ !ÎÎÅ 'ÕÎÎȟ ×ÈÏ ÔÁÌËÅÄ 
about the use of collars on 20 Bathurst caribou. Data received via satellite from 
the collars helped show how the Bathurst herd has shifted its range south 
through the Thelon Game Sanctuary, as far as Rennie Lake. Always considered 
strictly Beverly caribou range here, Gunn said there was concern that animals 
from the Bathurst, Qamanirjuaq and Ahiak (Queen Maud Gulf) herds were 
crowding onto the Beverly range, competing for a food supply that had been 
ÍÁÄÅ ÓÃÁÒÃÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÆÉÒÅÓ ÉÎ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȢȱɕ

*CARIBOU NEWS IN BRIEFVolume 5 No. 1· August 2001

ΨΦΦΧȡ !ÎÎÅ 'ÕÎÎȡ Ȱ#ÁÒÉÂÏÕ #ÒÏ×ÄÉÎÇȢȢȢ 
ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÓÕÐÐÌÙȱ



Ȱour minimum count alone alleviates most
concerns regarding potential over-harvest of Bluenose-%ÁÓÔ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕȱɕ

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÓ Á ÍÉÎÉÍÕÍ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ far
exceeds the previous estimate of total herd size(Nagy et
al., 1999) and even exceeds the estimate for all Bluenose

caribou in the 1980s (McLean and Russell, 1992). Present
densities of Bluenose-East caribou may represent at 
least a 25-year high(Latour et al., 1986; McLean and Russell,

ΧίίΨȠ .ÁÇÙ ÅÔ ÁÌȢȟ ΧίίίɊȢȱɕ

*Population Estimate for the Bluenose-East Caribou Herd
Using Post-Calving Photography

BRENT R. PATTERSON,1 BENJAMIN T. OLSEN2 and DAMIEN O. 
JOLY3

Brent Patterson, GNWT Wildlife Biologist in 
2002*



February 2003: 

ñCaribou biologist Anne Gunn says the Bathurst 

Herd-common to the central arctic-appears to be 

doing fine at the moment. 

ñJudging by what weôve heard from hunters 

they seem to be in okay condition,ò says 

Gunn. ñWe certainly havenôt heard any 

reports of animals in poor shape.ò*

*www.tundrawolves.org/media.htm



Anne Gunn: 2004

Ȱ/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΨΦΦΪȢ Ȱ7Å ÓÁ× Ψ ÌÁÍÅ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÁÍÏÎÇ ΧΨȟΪΪΪ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄȢȱɕɕ     
ɉ4ÈÁÔȭÓ ȢΦΦΦΨɊ 

**Calf Survival and Adult Sex Ratio in the Bathurst Herd of Barren-Ground Caribou 
2001-2004.  Ann Gunn, John Boulanger, and Judy Williams. 2005

2 lame caribou, in 12,444. Not dead, not dying, 
just lame. Go to any meeting in Yellowknife with 
100 people (let alone 12,444), and see how many 

are lame. How unhealthy can this herd be??? 



What the BQCMB Reported in 2005-2006

Nunavut

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÐÅÃÔÁÃÕÌÁÒ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÉÎ .ÕÎÁÖÕÔȭÓ 
Kivalliq Region between 2005-2006, with sightings of tens of 
thousands of animals at a time.7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ no 
reports received of unhealthy caribou, said Department of 
Environment wildlife manager (KivalliqRegion) and BQCMB 
member Dan Shewchuk, and Arviat regional biologist Mitch 
Campbell. BQCMB member Laurent Angalik of Arviat found 
that, as a hunter, these were the healthiest caribou he had ever 
seen, ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÆÁÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÉÍÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÏÏÄ ÍÅÁÔȣȢ)Î 
Nunavut, caribou were so plentiful that some residents said 
they had never seen so many Qamanirjuaq caribou beforeȱ

http://www.arctic-caribou.com/PDF/BQCMB_2005_2006_Annual_Report.pdf



Tuktucrossing Darrell Greer Northern News Services 
Published Wednesday, July 23, 2008 ARVIAT ɀ

Ȱ4×Ï ÌÁÒÇÅ ÈÅÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ ÂÙ Arviat earlier this month, with 

one taking a different route than usual.Thefirst herd was 
reportedly close to 300,000 strong and was spotted on 

Nunavut Day... A second herd went by Arviat this past week, coming 
from the usual northern direction towards the hamlet.The immense 

herd passed within four kilometres of the community.Suluk said the 
second herd also numbered several-
hundred-thousand strong and attracted more 

attention from local hunters.."



òTerritorial government spokesman Ray Case
said climate change is probably the cause of 
the drop in caribou numbersó

CBC NEWS: January 16, 2007



Climate Change Killing Caribou?

4ÈÅ ÔÈÅÏÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÉÔ ÉÓȟ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÒÍÅÒ ÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
insects, notably warble flies and mosquitoes. Harassment by these insects 
reduces feeding time and thus thinner cows. 

)ÔȭÓ Á ÎÉÃÅ ÔÈÅÏÒÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓȢ 4ÈÉÎÎÅÒ ÃÏ×Ó ×ÏÕÌÄ 
have low pregnancy rates. Calf survival would be low.

Neither of these is true. 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÎÏ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ȰÅÖÅÎÔÓȱȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÆÒÅÅÚÉÎÇ ÓÎÏ× ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÅÄ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ 
from feeding, and creating mass die-offs.

Caribou have thrived for millions of years in climate as far south as Idaho and 
Maine, in the, what is now, United States. Small, remnant herds still remain in 
these states. Caribou clearly can adapt to warmer temperatures.  



All through the late 1970s, the 1980s, the 1990s, and up untilJune, 
2003, the biologists of RWED said the caribou are doing just fine. 
40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year, dozens of RWED employees, 
millions of dollars, for over a quarter a century, the caribou show 
all signs of being just fine. Then, all of sudden, in 2003,Dr. Anne 
'ÕÎÎ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÒÏÐÐÉÎÇ Ϋϻ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒ ÓÉÎÃÅ ΧίήάɕȢ

Now, in 2007, they want us to believe they are disappearing due to 
Ȱ#ÌÉÍÁÔÅ #ÈÁÎÇÅȱȢ???  The Bathurst caribou have survived and 
adapted for 6000 years, and now the climate is so bad, they are 
going extinct? (Perhaps Al Gore is beating them to death with his 
global warming hockey stick.)   

*GNWT File Report #163. 



Herd Numbers for Barren Ground 
Caribou in the NWT, according to the ENR

1980

Bluenose Bathurst Beverly Qaminuriak

Source: CARMA website, 
using GNWT numbers

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

Total

140,000

354,000

65,000

110,000

39,000

In 1980, there were four major caribou herds



Herd Numbers for Barren Ground 
Caribou in the NWT, According to the 

ENR

2006

100,000

250,000

1,000,000

500,000

750,000

Bluenose W.C. Bathurst Bluenose E. Bathurst Beverly Qaminuriak TotalAhiak

Source: GNWT Website

2000
20000

66,000 128,000

200,000

296,000

496,000

1,188,000

In 2006, we had 7 major caribou herds. 
Since then, they have added the Tuk
Peninsula herd. 



Comparison Graph of 1980 vs. 
2006 NWT Barren Ground Caribou 

Herds

100,000

250,000

1,000,000

500,000

750,000

1,188,000

354,000

1980 2006

Source: CARMA website

Caribou Numbers
Year

This is a 
336% 

increase.



Caribou Population Trendline in 
the NWT, 1980 to 2006, over a 

quarter century of Caribou 
Monitoring by the GNWT

354,000

1,188,000

1980 20061990

881,500



The GNWT independently confirms our numbers in its 
2005 report to the federal government.

)Î ΨΦΦΪȾΨΦΦΫ Ȱ!Ó ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÈÒÏÎÉÃ 7ÁÓÔÉÎÇ $ÉÓÅÁÓÅ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌ 
Strategy, The CCWHC assembled population estimates for wild cervids (deer 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙɊ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÁÇÅÎÃÉÅÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ %.2 ÇÁÖÅ 
to the agency is:

1,534,000 caribou in the NWT*
We believe the reason for the discrepancy between the 1,188,000 caribou and the 1,534,000 caribou is that 

the latter number includes Porcupine caribou herd. 

* Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health Centre, Volume 11, Fall of 2005, #1



Why Has The Bathurst Herd Dropped???

¸ It is really quite a simple answer. Ungulate biologist Dr. 
Anne Gunn, in 1996 simply decided that all the caribou 
calving east of the Bathurst Inlet, would no longer be called 
Bathurst Caribou. They would henceforth be called Queen 
Maud Gulf Caribou, or later the renamed AhiakCaribou

¸

¸

Ȱ1ÕÅÅÎ -ÁÕÄ 'ÕÌÆ ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÄ  "ÁÔÈÕÒÓÔ ÈÅÒÄ 
ÃÁÒÉÂÏÕ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÁÌÖÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÓȢȱɕ $ÒȢ !ÎÎÅ 
Gunn 

*Page 34, File report #126.



#ÁÒÉÂÏÕ Ȱ(ÅÒÄȱ 

ȱCurrent terminology defines a caribou herd 

as a group of animals which consistently 
calve in a specific traditional location distinct 
from calving areas used by other herds
(SkoogΧίάήȟ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ ΧίάίɊȢȱ 

Source: The Status of Three Tundra Wintering Caribou Herds in Northeastern Mainland 
Northwest Territories.File Report #18 by the N.W.T. Government. Doug Heard and George 
Calef



Traditional Calving Ground
òTraditional calving grounds are the areas 
used by caribou for calving over a period of 
many years, and are mapped as composites of 
all known annual calving areas. ...25 years is 
not a lot compared to the thousands of years 
caribou have been calving in the area. Calving 
ground surveys conducted in the future, 
therefore, may expand the boundaries of 
traditional calving grounds by documenting 
caribou calving in areas not observed during 
previous surveysó*

*Protecting Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou and Caribou Range 
www.arctic -caribou.com/parttwo/mapnotes.html



Traditional Bathurst Calving Ground, overlap 1966-1997. GNWT File Report #164, 
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