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The MerriamWebster Online Dictionary defines the word
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genuine something that is false or often
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In 1983, Dr. Anne Gunn, caribou biologist for the Government of the
Northwest Territories, writes:

OA strong argument can be made focreating concern

about future high levels of exploratory activities for non
renewable resources...This means that it iIs necessary to
take conservative measures in the absence of biologically
sound data to the contrary, and provide the fullest measure
I £/ DOl OAAOEI 1T Ol OEA AAOEAI

File Report #30, 1983, Carib&ehaviour Range Use Patterns and Short Term
Responses to Helicopter Landings on the Beverly Calving Ground ,1982



Right Person, Right Place

The Environmental Movement, (not the admirable one that cleaned up acid rain), has conspired 1
shut down the timbering industry, stop oil and gas production , close down access to public land:
introduced wolves to stop hunting, created a scare campaign to prevent nuclear power plants,
banned lead bullets in California because condors were eating them, etc. etc. Simply put, | belie\
AOT I All OEA 1 EOAOAOOOA )6 0A OAAAhdus®i@dAO $08
movement. She clearly states h6eOA OAAOAE xAO |1 AOCAI U AOEOAI
AAOAI | i AT O80d ¢

Working with her longtime colleague, Susan Fleck, now the Director of Wildlife for the
Government of the Northwest Territories, Dr. Gunn had a virtual monopoly on caribou research ir
the Northwest Territories. None of her work quoted in this presentation has ever been subjected
to peer review. Controlling the information in a tiny government, for 25 years she has, as promise
AAAE EIT ieafigitonderk Adout fOture high levels of exploratory activities for nen
renewable resources** For many years, Dr. Gunn did reasonably credible work. But then, in the
mid-Xi i ®60h AEAAAA xEOE A AAI OCA T &£ j OOAAAOOAED
uranium, natural gas, etcshe decided to crash the major caribou herd in the Northwest
Territories, the Bathurst Caribou Herd.

$1160 AAT EAOA i Ae 2AAA OEA OADI OOh AT A A& Oi

*Extent of Calving for the Bathurst anthiakHerdsJune 2002, Anne Gunn and Adriard E JRWED, GNWT
** See previous page
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activists, theuse of caribou as a sacred cgets tiresome.

Especially to those, like me, who have lived and worked in the north
for many years. There is no evidence that caribou have been or are
affected by mineral exploratiorBefore caribou became the anti
development poster chilgthey grazed around mine sites, wandered
through camps, and interacted with human activities with complete
Indifference. The reality is that they are largely unaffected by
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*Gordon Clarke, CEO North Arrow Minerals, July 4, 2007 letter to The Honorable Jim Prentice,
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs



The Bathurst Caribou in Decline
What the ENR is Telling the Public
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CATEATAOE OO0 0T EAOATTEAOTAAATE
AOI - T éahdddh Al xI O XW¥YnRho

ENR Deputy Minister Bob Bailey, January 11, 2007 Press Release
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The Bathurst Caribou in Decline
2006-2009Nearing the End

years accordlng to ENR ENR clalms the rate-lgm but their math IS
wrong.

128,000

32,000

2006 2009



Bathurst Caribou Herd Status: Estimated to be 128,000 in 2006. The herd
has declined by approximately 63 percent from 350,000 in 1996.
ecruitment in spring was goo calves: cows). Ca
production in June 2007 and June 2008 was good. Achlkt:femalesex
ratio was low in the fall of 2006 and lower in 2007 (31 bulls:100 cows).
Management: The Bathurst Caribou Management Planning Committee
completed the Management Plan for the herd in November 2004. The
Plan recommends implementation of a comprehensive monitoring-pro
gram and coordination of muHlparty research, monitoring and
management programs. ENR North Slave Region is working with the
Government of Nunavut and other organizations on implementing
aspects of these monitoring programgcalvingground census was
conducted in 2006 and will be repeated in 2009. Calving distribution was
mapped in June 2007 and June 2008 and was similar to that documented
during the 2006&alv ing ground census. While recent surveys have shown
that productivity and recruitment have increased, it will take@r ple
years before these young animals begin to bredthrkshopsorBathurst
caribou management have been held in February 2006 and November
2006. The WRRB recommended that ENR not implement the
management actions proposed to the WRRBecember2006. Ajoint
proposal for management actions between ENR daith6Government

e N N e T e e eV A 2N e =A== o=l = ey 0 nree eSSy e~



AhiakCaribou Herd Status: Estimated at roughly 200,000 in 1996. Current status
unknown, but has likely been stable or increased since 1996. ENR conducted
systematic reconnaissance surveys of the calving ground in June 2006, 2007, and
2008 to determlne distribution of caIV|ng canboAspnngcomposmon survey was

consistent with otheNWTherds Management No management planning has
occurred for thidgransboundaryherd. In the past, ENR maintained a low number of
collared cows to monitor seasonal movements as this herd is harvested lightly by
NWTresidents Ten satellite collars were deployed in March 2005, to allow for
continued monitoring oimovementsforup to four years. 30 additional collars were
deployed in April 2008. About 10 additional collars were deployed by Nunavut.
Obtaining an accurate estimate of the size of thkiakherd will be difficult due to

the remote nature oftsrange weather conditions and the A O A 6 @lvifgO C A
ground. The collars will need to be satellite collars due to the remote location of the
calving and post calving areas. The additiora larsshould assist in understanding
OEEO EAOAGO 11 OAIlI A1 OOs8



Do the Math Yourself

128,000 caribou in 2006 down to 32,000 in 2009.

In 2007, if it loses 22%, in 2007 it would have 1284008 or 99,840
In 2008, the 99,840 would be reduced by another 22%, or down to
77,875.

In 2009, the 77,875 caribou would lose another 22%, and thus would
be reduced to 60,743.

ENR says they are down to 32,000, not 60,743

The proper rate of decline is 37%, or survival rate of 63%.
128,000x .63 (2007) x.63 (2008) x.63 (2009) equals 32,006.

AEEO EO OEI DI A 1T AOEh Al
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three years of 4050 calves per 100 cows. Adding In
the recruitment, the mortality rate of cows
EO AAT OO0 YwM8 )1 A OI1T1 Oi A

mortality rate for bulls is double that of cows*. That would
put the Bathurst bull mortality rate
at 104%, a mathematical impossibility.

* 1996 Bathurst Caribou Management Plan



Unprecedented Caribou Crash

4EA O1T1 Oi Al AAOCEAT O i1 OOAI EOUh AAAT O
Management Plan, is 8% for cows, 16% for bulls, for an 11% overall mortality
rate.

Current Mortality Rate for cows is over 662% higher than normal.

According to ENR, the Bathurst Herd has lost 145,039 caribou in the past
three years .

Additionally, the neighboringAhiakherd, according to ENR lost 60%
since 2006. Since the ENR said fiaakherd was steady or increasing
in 2008, that means it lost @mininum 0f120,000 caribou from 2008 to 2009.

In the last year alone, the Bathurst aAtdiiakherd has had over 148,404
adult caribou die, according to ENR.



Unprecedented Caribou Mortality, But No Dead
Caribou?

In fact, the Bathurst herd has had high pregnancy rates,
high calf survival rates, an virtually no unhealthy caribou.

Where are the nearly 234,404 dead adult caribou carcasses, just in the past
year?

7EAOA AOA OEA AUET C AAOEAI Oe (AAlI OEL
over dead.

Since 2006, according to ENR, the Bathurst &miak herds have

lost451,000 caribou (assumes a 2:1 bull to cow ratio and an average calf
survival rate of 45/100).

I YXhooo AAAA AAOI O AAOEAIT Oh AT A %. 2



No signs of unhealthy caribou

If the caribou herd was dropping at this rate, there would be multiple signs
showing up in the ENR Data.

X8 51 EAAI OEU Al x AAOEAT O A1D0%pegngndyd B O
rates.

w8 51 EAAI OEU AAOEAI O AOCAT 860 EAO AT A O
thousands of emaciated and dying caribou.

3. Caribou dying at over 50% a year , means they are living only two years. 17 % of
two year old cows get pregnant, with nearly 100 at three years old. Given this,
how can we have such high pregnancy rates.

I8 %. 2 xI 160 OAlIl OO xEAO OEA AAAOE O
AOOOI A EO Ol AA 1 OAO Yom A UAAO8 4EA
unprecedented mortality rate.



Nl n the | ate 1990s, we
a decline and the surveys we have done

now show a 70% decline in most of the
herds.o *

*Susan Fleck, Director of Wildlife Division for the N.W.T.
Government told CBC News on January 26, 2007:

| have spent over two thousand hours reading government
documentation, from the 1950s on. There is no documentation from
the late 1990s documenting a caribou decline. In fact, the
government said exactly the opposite. Here is what they said and
did.



In 1996, Ray Case, of the EN&d:

v Pl N ~ N\ 7 Pal

04 EA. "AOEOOOO EAOA Al A
OAOQOU  ClIIA- Al | AEOEI

Why would he say that about a herd that
was (according to the ENR in 2007) dropping
5% a year,** -and at that point.in time, -had
dropped 50%: over the past ten years?

*The Status and Management of the Bathurst Caribou Herd, Ray Case, Laurie
Buckland, and Mark Wiliams, RWED, 1996

**File Report #163



In 2000, outfitter tag quotas were increased from 132 to 130
tags, per outfitter.4 EAO6 O A Qam EI AOA/

Why would the ENR ‘give-out.more - tags for a herd that has been decreasing 5%
every year for 15'years?2? Why; if ENR; according to Susan Fleck. had been
OAl AOI. A1 OE! .C AAALELLA OEI AA OEA Xi i c

This is what RWED said in May of 2000, when it increased our
tags:

d&iven the knowledge RWED has currently respecting the
Bathurst caribou herd, the Department is of the view that
OEA EI AOAAOARA EO xEOEET 000C

*Qaivvik, Ltd. Files, letter from RWED.



Dr. Anne Gunn, GNWT
Biologist: 2001

Dr. Anne Gunn, in the bodRonservation of Exploited Species,
printed in 2001, said this on pages 4287, while speaking of
the barrenground caribou in the Northwest Territories:

O4EA OAAT EOU 1T £ £ZOOOEAO AAAT ET A0 ET C
the 1990s, it became obvious that the herds of barggound caribou R.t.
groenlandicus hadhcreased in size up to fivefol@urrently, on the mainland

tundra, the four largest herds of barreground Caribou (Bathurst, Beverly,

Qaminurjuaq, Queen Maud Gulf) totaled 5
X8l -EITEIT AAOEAT O EiI OEA T EA Xii oOh
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about the use of collars on 20 Bathurst caribou. Data received via satellite from
the collars helped show how the Bathurst herd has shifted its range south

through the Thelon Game Sanctuary, as far as Rennie Lake. Always considered
strictly Beverly caribou range heréunn said there was concern that animals

from the Bathurst, Qamanirjuaq and Ahiak (Queen Maud Gulf) herds were
crowding onto the Beverly rangeompeting for a food supply that had been

I AAA OAAOAAO xEOE 1 01 AOT OO A&l OAOO £EE(

*CARIBOU NEWS IN BRIE¥olume 5 No. 1- August 2001



Brent Patterson, GNWT Wildlife Biologist in
2002*

Gur minimum count alone alleviates most
concerns regarding potential ovdrarvest of BluenosétA OO A AOEAI OO0

O4EEO OOOAU AT 1T £ZEOI O Afal ETEI OI PI DO
exceeds the previous estimate of total herd s{kagy et
al., 1999) and even exceeds the estimate for all Bluenose

caribou in the 1980s (McLean and Russell, 1989zpsent
densities of Bluenos&ast caribou may represent at

least a 25year high(Latour et al., 1986; McLean and Russell,
Xiiwn .AcU AO AiI 8h XiiiqQ8os

*Population Estimate for the Bluenoskast Caribou Herd
Using PostCalving Photography
BRENT R. PATTERSON,1 BENJAMIN T. OLSENZ2 and DAMIEN O.
JOLY3



February 2003:

nCari bou  bi ol ogil st--Anne
Herd-common to the central arctic-appears to be
doing fine at the moment.

N\

nJudging . by - what: - WeoVve
t. hev . s:eem-.to--be..l n.0ka
Gu.nn.: nWel centaitnl.y ha
r-eporit;sy-o0f, sanli;mal's 1 n

*Www.tundrawolves.org/media.htm



Anne Gunn: 2004

~
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2 lame caribou, in 12,444. Not dead, not dying,
just lame Go to any meeting in Yellowknife with
100 people (let alone 12,444), and see how many

are lame. How unhealthy can this herd be???

**Calf Survival and Adult Sex Ratio in the Bathurst Herd of BarretGround Caribou
2001-2004. Ann Gunn, John Boulanger, and Judy Williams. 2005




What the BOCMB Reported in 2002006

Nunavut

O4EAOCA xAO A OPAAOAAOI AO AAOI
Kivallig Region between 20052006, with sightings of tens of
thousands of animals atatime7 EAO8 O [ 1 Okb OE/
reports received of unhealthy cariboiysaid Department of
Environment wildlife manageivalligRegion) and BQCMB
memberDan Shewchuk andArviat regional biologistMitch
Campbell BOCMB membekaurent Angalik of Arviat found

that, as a hunter, these were theealthiest caribou he had ever
seen,x EOE |11 00 1T £ £ZAO 11 OEA AIE
Nunavut,caribou were so plentiful that some residents said

they had never seen so man@amanirjuag caribou befored

http://www.arctic-caribou.com/PDF/BQCMB_2005 2006 Annual Report.pdf



Tuktu crossingDarrell Greer Northern News Services
Published Wednesday, July 23, 2008 ARVIAT

O4x1T 1 AOCA EAOAO Arid edli&r@hs mbnth, vittA OO A A/
one taking a different route than usual. T he first herd was
reportedly close to 300,00G:rong and was spotted on

Nunavut Day... A second herd went byArviat this past week, coming
from the usual northern direction towards thehamlet.The immense

herd passed within fourkilometres of the community.Suluk saidthe

second herd also numbered several
hundred-thousand StrOng and attracted more

attention from local hunters.."



CBC NEWS: January 16, 2007

oTerritori al gov eRan@asen t
said climate change Is probably the cause of
the drop I n cari bou numt




Climate Change Killing Caribou?

AEA OEAI ouh AT A OEAO6O0 Ail EO EOh EO
insects, notably warble flies and mosquitoes. Harassment by these insects
reduces feeding time and thus thinner cows.

) O60 A T EAA OEAI ouh AOO OEA AAOA AT A
have low pregnancy rates. Calf survival would be low.

Neither of these is true.

AEAOA EAOA AAAT 11 xAAOEAO OAOAT OO06h
from feeding, and creating mass dadfs.
Caribou have thrived for millions of years in climate as far south as Idaho and

Maine, in the, what is now, United States. Small, remnant herds still remain in
these states. Caribou clearly can adapt to warmer temperatures.



All through the late 1970s, the 1980s, the 1990s, and up Jurig,
2003 the biologists of RWED said the caribou are doing just fine.
40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year, dozens of RWED employees,
millions of dollars, for over a quarter a century, the caribou show
all signs of being just fine. Then, all of sudden, in 2003Anne
Of1T AAAEAAO OEAUG6OA AAAT AOI P

Now, in 2007, they want us to believe they are disappearing due to
O#1 Ei A OA??% Eha Bathérst 8aribou have survived and
adapted for 6000 years, and now the climate is so bad, they are
going extinct? (Perhaps Al Gore is beating them to death with his
global warming hockey stick.)

*GNWT File Report #163.



Herd Numbers for:Barren Ground
Caribou in the NWT, according -to.the ENR

a2 Source: CARMA website, 354,000
using GNWT numbers

300,000 In 1980, there were four major caribou herds

200,000

140,000
110,000

65,000

100,000
. 39.000
[ ]

Bluenose Bathurst Beverly Qaminuriak Total




1,188,000
Herd Numbers; for:Barren Ground

Caribou in the NW.T, According-to. the
ENR

2006

1,000,000

750,000 Source: GNWT Website

In 2006, we had 7 major caribou herds.

Since then, they have added theluk 496,000
500,000 Peninsula herd.

296,000
220,000 200,000
66,000 128,000
100,000 20000 I I
[ ]

C. Bathurst Bluenose W. Bluenose E. Bathurst Ahiak Beverly Qaminuriak Total



1,188,000

1,000,000
Comparison:Graph of 1980 vs.
2006 NWI :Barren:Ground Caribou

Herds

750,000

This Is a
336%
354,000 increase.

500,000

250,000
Source: CARMA website

100,000

Caribou Numbers 1980

Year 2006



Caribou Population: frendline in 11

the NW.T, 1980 to 2006,.0ver a 188,000
guarter. century of Carnbou
Monitoring by the GNWAT

881,500

354,000

1980 1990 2006



The GNWT independently confirms our numbers in Its
2005 report to the federal government

~
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Strategy, The CCWHC assembled population estimates for wild cervids (deer
AAlT El UQ AZOI 1 xEI'ALEZA ACAI AEAO AAOI O

to the agency is:

1,534,000 caribou in.the, NWT*

We believe the reason for the discrepancy between the 1,188,000 caribou and the 1,534,000 caribou is that
the latter number includes Porcupine caribou herd.

* Canadian Cooperative Wildlife Health«Centre, Volume 11, Fall .of 2005, #1



Why Has The Bathurst Herd Dropped???

calving east of the Bathurst Inlet, would no longer be called

Bathurst Caribou.They would henceforth be calledQueen
Maud Gulf Caribouor later the renamedAhiak Caribou

.O10AAT - AOA ' Ol £ AAOEAT & EA«
AAOEAT O 11 OEA AAOOAOT OOAA]
Gunn

*Page 34, File report #126.
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6Current terminology defines a caribou herd

as a group of animals which consistently

calve in apecific traditional location distinct

from calving areas used by other herds

(SkoogXi anh 4EI T AO Xi i g8a

SourceThe Status of Three Tundra Wintering Caribou Herds in Northeastern Mainland
Northwest Territories File Report #18 by the N.W.T. Government. Doug Heard and George
Calef




Traditional Calving Ground
oTraditional <calving gr
used by caribou for calving over a period of
many years, and are mapped as composites of
all known annual calving areas. ...25 years is
not a lot compared to the thousands of years
caribou have been calving in the area. Calving
ground surveys conducted In the future,
therefore, may expand the boundaries of
traditional calving grounds by documenting
caribou calving in areas not observed during
previous Ssurveyso*

*Protecting Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou and Caribou Range
www.arctic -caribou.com/parttwo/mapnotes.html



Traditional Bathurst Calving Ground, overlap 1968897. GNWT File Report #164,
Page 15



