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ENR Technical Presentation
Overview
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1. What is a herd (animation)

2. Herds as the basis for management

3. Natural long term caribou cycles

4. Current trends in herd size

5. Have caribou moved elsewhere?

6. Factors that affect herd size & trend

7. Recovery (Modeling, Risk Management)



1. What is a herd?
·Animation of movements of NWT caribou herds to be 

inserted
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2. Herds as the Basis for Management

What did ARC say about NWT caribou studies?

ENR Approach ARC Report

1 Define herds by calving grounds Agree

2 Survey methods used to Same methods used 

estimate herd size are reliable by others.

3 Data analysis supports decline

of herds Agree 
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ñARCôs independent review generally supports 

scientific validity of ENRôs survey program and 

conclusions regarding population declines, based 

on available dataò (Executive Summary ARC Report)

Alberta Research Council (ARC) Peer Review 2008
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2. Herds as the Basis for Management contôd

ARC Recommendations & ENR Follow-up (Ҟύ

1. More radio-collars on all caribou herds  Ҟ

2. More regular population surveys, at same time;

check calving against post-calving surveysҞ

3. Increase demographic data from all herds Ҟ

4. Use population modeling in managementҞ

5. Peer review for all survey reports

6. Report survey, research results quickly &

transparently

7.   Develop Territory-wide approach to research, 

with central coordination Ҟ

8.   Adaptive management in decisions about caribouҞ

9.   Form partnerships to increase caribou research Ҟ



3. Natural Caribou Cycles
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How do we know?
ÅTraditional Knowledge from over 100 years 

(Tlicho, Chipewyan hunters and elders)

ÅHunting success at traditional sites changes over 

time

ÅScars on spruce roots on traditional caribou trails

ÅSurveys of  NWT herd size since 1970ôs

ÅCycles also seen in northern Quebec caribou

Trends of NWT Herds

1970õsDeclining

1980õs Increasing

1990õsHigh Numbers

2000õsDeclining



4. Current Trends in Herd Size ςNWT
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Mapped by J. 

Nagy, ENR, 2008
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4. Current Trends in Herd Size contôd

How is a Caribou Herd Counted?
Bathurst Inlet 


