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Introduction

ÅHow do we define a caribou herd?

ÅWhy are herds the basis for management?

ÅWhat information is collected on a herd?

ÅVariation in herd size ïcycles

ÅWhat factors affect herd size?

ÅWhat do we know about harvest of Bluenose-

West caribou?

ÅWhat did we hear from communities, co-

management boards, and RRCs/HTCs about 

Bluenose-West and other barren-ground 

caribou?
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How are herds defined?
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Calving Areas
- less than 2% interchange in NWT
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Why Manage by Herds?

ÅEach herd range has different conditions

ÅEach herd used by different communities

ÅEach herd needs to be monitored separately
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Monitoring Herd Status

Trend based on several surveys + other information

Other information =

Åtraditional knowledge 

Åadult & calf survival

Åpregnancy rates and            

calf production

Åbody condition

Åadult sex ratio 

Åwinter distribution

Relative Sizes of Western NWT Herds 
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Winter Distribution Flights
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Body Condition
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Body Condition Monitoring
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Census
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A computer is used to count caribou on photos


