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Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Location:  Yellowknife, NT   
             
 
Date:   18-19 & 27 January 2011 
 
Board Members:     Staff: 

Joseph Judas (Tåîchô Appointee)    Jody Snortland Pellissey   

Ray Case (GNWT Appointee)   Karin Clark  

Charlie Rabesca (Tåîchô Appointee)    

Bruce MacDonald (Federal Appointee)  Translators: 

Charlie Jeremick’ca (Tåîchô Appointee)   Jonas Lafferty (18-19 Jan 11) 

       James Rabesca 
Absent:      Peter Huskey (27 Jan 11) 
Grant Pryznyk (Federal Appointee) 
 
Guests: 
Bruno Croft, ENR – North Slave Region 
Dean Cluff, ENR – North Slave Region 
Deanna Leonard, DFO – Western Arctic Region 
Gerald Fillatre, DFO – Western Arctic Region 
Lynda Yonge, ENR – HQ 
Michelle Henderson, ENR – HQ  
             

 
1.1 Appoint Meeting Chair 

 
Motion #217-18-01-2011 To appoint Joseph Judas as meeting chair 

      
Moved:   Charlie Rabesca 

 Second:   Ray Case 
     
   Motion Approved 

 
1.2 Call to Order  9:22 a.m. 
 
1.3 Opening Prayer: Joseph Judas 
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2.0 Agenda and Previous Minutes  
 
2.1  Approval of Agenda 

 
Add 3.9 – Bathurst Harvest of Cows 
 
Motion #218-18-01-2011 To approve the agenda with additions 

      
Moved:   Charlie Rabesca 

  Second:   Charlie Jeremick’ca 
     
   Motion Approved 
 
2.2 a) Approval of Minutes – 22 July 2010**, 29-30 September – 1 October 2010  
 

Motion #220-27-01-2011 To approve the 29-30 September – 1 October 2010 
minutes as presented 

      
Moved:   Ray Case 
Second:   Bruce MacDonald 
     
   Motion Approved 

 
** To defer approval of 22 July 2010 minutes until next meeting 

   
  b) Post Approved Minutes to Website 
 

Motion #219-18-01-2011 To approve the posting of approved meeting 
minutes to the WRRB website  

      
Moved:   Charlie Rabesca 
Second:   Ray Case 
Opposed:   Charlie Jeremick’ca 
     
   Motion Approved 

 
 2.3 Review of Action Items 
 
  Outstanding action items listing was tabled and reviewed. 
 
3.0 Business 
 

3.1 GNWT-TG Joint Response to WRRB Recommendation Report  
 
Reviewed in detail each response made by GNWT and TG for each of the sixty 
recommendations in the WRRB’s Recommendation Report, October 2010.  The 
Board Members agreed that a substantive effort was made to address and 
accept where possible the Board’s recommendations; however, further feedback 
is required to reiterate areas of concerns, including the risks related to the sex 
ratio change and addressing several items in an overdue management plan. 
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Draft letter tabled.  Amend letter as follows: change superintendent, provide 
another long term example for point 3, add the wording “up to and including 
stopping harvest” to the last sentence in point 4, and remove point 5 
 

Motion #221-27-01-2011 To forward letter to ENR and the Tåîchô 

Government with amendments  
      

Moved:   Bruce MacDonald 
  Second:   Charlie Rabesca 

     
   Motion Approved 

 

ACTION (ED): To revise and send letter providing response to ENR and Tåîchô Government’s 

response to the Board’s Recommendation Report (Action 89-27-01-2011) 
 
 3.2 ENR Regulation Change – Barren-ground Caribou Zones 
 

Reviewed the December 8, 2010 regulation changes made by ENR for barren-

ground caribou and bison in Wek’èezhìi, received on December 16, 2010.  The 

Board reviewed and supported bison regulation changes proposed in the Joint 
Proposal; however, the Board did not have a similar opportunity to review and 
comment on barren-ground caribou regulation changes.  ENR should be 
informed that the Board considers amendments to regulations as management 
proposals; therefore, the WRRB should be notified of regulation changes prior to 
amendments. 
 
Draft letter tabled.  Amend letter as follows: change superintendent. 
  
Motion #222-27-01-2011 To forward letter to ENR Minister with amendments  

      
Moved:   Bruce MacDonald 

  Second:   Charlie Rabesca 
     
   Motion Approved 

 
ACTION (ED): To revise and send letter requesting the ENR Minister provide notification of 
regulation changes prior to implementation (Action 90-27-01-2011) 
 
 3.3 Bluenose-East Caribou Herd – Harvest Allocations 
 
  On November 27, 2010, management authorities from the Sahtu, Dehcho, 

Inuvialuit and Tåîchô met to discuss an annual harvest target and its allocation.  It 

was decided amongst the group that more detailed harvest information was 
required from each region and that the Akaitcho Territory Government, NWT 
Metis Nation, Kitikmeot Regional Wildlife Board and the Kugluktuk Hunters and 
Trappers Association should be involved in future discussions. 

 
  The next meeting is scheduled for sometime in February or March 2011. 
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 3.4 Species at Risk Committee Representative 
 

The Board Members discussed and agreed that Moise Rabesca should continue 
as the WRRB’s appointed member to the Species at Risk Committee. 
 
The Board Members also discussed the attendance and level of involvement of 
the Akaitcho Territory Government, NWT Metis Nation and the Dehcho First 
Nation at Conference of Management Authority (CMA) meetings.  The Members 
agreed that the groups should be in attendance, may sit at the table, provide 
input and participate fully in CMA discussions but should not vote or otherwise 
participate in CMA decisions and is not a party to consensus agreements. 
 
Motion #223-27-01-2011 To support participant status for Akaitcho Territory 

Government, NWT Metis Nation and the Dehcho 
First Nation at CMA meetings as described above 

      
Moved:   Bruce MacDonald 

  Second:   Charlie Rabesca 
     
   Motion Approved 

 
ACTION (ED): To inform the Species at Risk Secretariat of the WRRB’s position supporting 
participant status for Akaitcho Territory Government, NWT Metis Nation and the Dehcho First 
Nation at CMA meetings (Action 91-27-01-2011) 
  
 3.5 Hunter Education Working Group – Appoint Representative 
 

ENR requested that the WRRB recommend an active and respected hunter to 
participate on the Hunter Education Working Group, which will develop a hunter 
education program that builds on the hunting and ethical values of the peoples of 
the NWT.  The Board did not come up with a name but recommended that the 

Lands Protection Department, Tåîchô Government be contacted to suggest a 

community representative. 
 

 3.6 2011/2012 Research & Monitoring Programs 
  a. ENR (Wildlife & Forest Management), Bruno Croft & Dean Cluff 
  

PowerPoint Presentations, entitled “North Slave Wildlife Monitoring and Research 
in 2011”, “Wolf Den Monitoring”, “Wolf Abundance & Predation Study” and “Wolf 
Carcass Study”, tabled 

 
The ENR presentations focused on the research and monitoring activities for 
barren-ground caribou, forests, moose, and wolves in 2011-2012.   
 
Barren-ground caribou 
A request to deploy 13 new collars on the Bathurst caribou herd will be 
forthcoming to increase the sample size back to 20 collars.  Suspect losses due 
to mortality (natural and hunted) and collars deployed on caribou from another 
herd.  Next photo survey is scheduled for 2012; if unable to do survey due to poor 
weather, then the survey will be done in 2013. 
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Board Members recommended the use of the Rangifer Anatomy Atlas to aid in 
the health and condition sampling. 

 
ENR staff committed to future presentation on caribou diseases and 
abnormalities. 

 
ACTION (ED): To invite ENR staff to future meeting to present on caribou diseases and 
abnormalities (Action 92-27-01-2011) 
 
  Forests 

Three studies planned which are associated with caribou monitoring in the North 
Slave region, which will help forest managers to minimize impacts of fire by 
identifying and treating caribou and caribou habitat as Values at Risk. 

   
  Moose 

The last population survey for moose was conducted in 2007 (Taiga Shield 
estimate of 732 moose + 181; Taiga Plain estimate of 256 moose) + 82.  ENR 
staff anticipates the next survey to be conducted in November 2011.  Due to 
recent forest fires and access difficulties, the moose population is believed to be 
satisfactory; however, as harvesting pressure has likely increase due to caribou 
declines, the 2011 population survey is critical. 
 
Wolves 
Three tundra wolf programs were described to the Board Members: wolf den 
monitoring, wolf abundance & predation study and the wolf carcass study.  Wolf 
den monitoring is an ongoing study which detects changes in the number of 
wolves.  The carcass collection is also an ongoing program which provides 
information on health and condition of wolves.  Trappers are paid $200/carcass.  
The proposed wolf abundance & predation study will estimate the number of 
wolves and quantify predation rates on caribou winter range. 
 
ENR staff committed to future presentation on black bears and spring black bear 
baiting. 
 

ACTION (ED): To invite ENR staff to future meeting to present information on black bears, 
including spring baiting (Action 93-27-01-2011) 
 
  b. DFO, Deanna Leonard & Gerald Fillatre 
 

PowerPoint Presentation, entitled “Department of Fisheries and Oceans – 

Presentation to the Wek’èezhìi Renewable Resources Board, January 18, 2011”, 

tabled 
   

The DFO presentation introduced the different program areas in the North: 
conservation and protection, fisheries management and habitat management.  
Information was provided on the Great Slave Lake Fishery, Yellowknife River 

Cisco Exploratory Fishery, Tåîchô Harvest Study, Îhda k’ètì (Marian Lake) Fish 

Monitoring Project (Inconnu), and the Baker Creek Closure. 
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DFO staff noted their responsibilities are to ensure there are healthy fish 
available to catch.  Human health issues related to fisheries are the responsibility 
of Health Canada, Environment Canada and GNWT Health. 

 
  c. CWS, Bruce MacDonald 
 

PowerPoint Presentation, entitled “Canadian Wildlife Service Update for WRRB, 
January 18, 2011”, tabled 

 
The CWS presentation summarized research and monitoring activities for 2010-

2011 for the Kwets’ootåàà Candidate Protected Area, the Yellowknife Study 

Area, and US Fish & Wildlife Service waterfowl surveys and Stagg River duck 
banding.  Research and monitoring activities proposed for 2011-2012 include 

marsh bird playback surveys in the Kwets’ootåàà Candidate Protected Area and 

US Fish & Wildlife Service waterfowl surveys and Stagg River duck banding. 
 
Activities related to Species at Risk include preparing recovery strategies for 
boreal woodland caribou and wood bison as well as a management plan for 
yellow rail. 

 
 3.7 NWT Wildlife Act Presentation & Update, Lynda Yonge 
   

PowerPoint Presentation, entitled “New NWT Wildlife Act & Dene, Metis and 
Inuvialuit Harvesters”, and Report, entitled “Proposed New Wildlife Act for the 
Northwest Territories – Plain Language Draft for Consultation”, tabled 

 
The presentation highlighted the main areas of interest in the proposed new 
Wildlife Act for Aboriginal harvesters and governments. 
 
The Board Members discussed and agreed to consider the proposed New 

Wildlife Act as a management proposal (Section 12.5.1, Tåîchô Agreement).  As 

well, concerns were noted regarding consultations conducted in Wekweètì and 

Gamètì, i.e. outstanding questions regarding the proposed Act due to poor 

translation.   
 
Draft letter tabled.  Amend letter as follows: add paragraph regarding further 

consultation in Wekweètì and Gamètì. 
 
Motion #224-27-01-2011 To forward letter to ENR Minister with amendments 

      
Moved:   Charlie Jeremick’ca 

  Second:   Ray Case 
     
   Motion Approved 

 
ACTION (ED): To revise and send letter requesting the ENR Minister forward the final draft of 
the New Wildlife Act for review (Action 94-27-01-2011) 
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 3.8 Summary of Land Use Permit, Water Licence & Wildlife Research Applications 
 

The Board Members were updated on recent land use permit & water licence 
applications, Aurora Research Institute scientific licence applications, and wildlife 
research permit applications reviewed by and responded to by Board Staff. 

 
Draft letters tabled responding to wildlife research permit applications for Bathurst 
& Bluenose-East caribou monitoring, Bathurst & Bluenose-East health, condition 
and contaminant monitoring, wolf abundance & predation on Bathurst caribou 
range, and wolverine DNA sampling on the central barrens.  

   
 3.9 Bathurst Harvest of Cows 
 

The Board Members discussed the issue of how to manage harvest in areas 
where the Bathurst herd is mixed with the Bluenose-East herd so that the harvest 
target of 60 cows is not exceeded.  Due to the potential for overharvest of 
females, the Board recommended the 85 bulls to 15 cows harvest ratio to provide 
comfort as well as recommending that a harvest of over 45 cows would result in 
the stopping of all harvest (WRRB Report: Recommendations #9 & 11).   
 
The Board recommends that Staff convey the following message to the Caribou 

Technical Working Group: communicate to Wekweètì harvesters that any further 

Bathurst caribou harvest should be bulls only or harvest from the Bluenose-East 
herd.  If harvest of cows continues, then WRRB will have to consider 
implementing a TAH.  
 

Follow-up:  Tåîchô Government held a meeting in Wekweètì on January 25, 

2011 to discuss the closure of cow harvest in R/BC/02.  To date, no Yellowknives 
Dene First Nation (YKDFN) harvesting has occurred. 

 
4.0 Financial 
 
 4.1 Approval of Financial Statement to December 31, 2010 
 

Motion #225-27-01-2011 To approve financial statement to December 31, 
2010 as presented 

      
Moved:   Ray Case 

  Second:   Charlie Rabesca  
     
   Motion Approved 
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 4.2 Approval of 2011/2012 Budget 
 

Motion #226-27-01-2011 To approve the 2011/2012 Budget as presented, 
pending final approval of funding allocation by the 

Tåîchô Implementation Committee 

      
Moved:   Bruce MacDonald 

  Second:   Charlie Jeremick’ca 
     
   Motion Approved 

  
 4.3 Signing Authority 
 
  Tabled until next meeting to ensure all paperwork is in place ahead of time. 
 
 4.4 Project Funding Applications Update 
   

The Board Members were updated on the 2011-2012 activities proposed for the 

Îhda k’ètì Fish Monitoring Project and the Boreal Caribou Habitat and Habitat 

Use Project as well as the funding applications submitted to support the two 
projects. 

  
5.0 Operations 
  
 5.1 Approval of 2011/2012 Work Plan 

 
Amend the work plan as follows: correct lettering on page 2, add wood bison to 
management plans. 
 
Motion #227-27-01-2011 To approve the 2011/2012 Work Plan as amended 

      
Moved:   Bruce MacDonald  

  Second:   Ray Case 
     
   Motion Approved 

 
 5.2 Privacy Policy 
 

The Privacy Policy sets out the principles and practices the WRRB will follow to 
protect an individual’s personal information and applies to Board Members, Staff 
and to any person who is employed by or provides services on behalf of the 
WRRB. 
 
Motion #228-27-01-2011 To approve the Privacy Policy as presented 

      
Moved:   Ray Case 

  Second:   Charlie Rabesca 
     
   Motion Approved 
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6.0 Information Items 
 
 Information items tabled for review by the Board Members. 
 
7.0 Other Items 
 
 7.1 Next Meeting 
 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for April 5-6, 2011 in Behchokö, NT. 

 
 7.2 Round Table 
   

Charlie Rabesca – Staff should provide an update on YKDFN harvest of caribou 
at the next meeting. 
 
Joseph Judas – Staff should provide an updated woodlot map showing who is 
cutting wood, where they are cutting wood and how much wood has been cut. 

 
ACTION (ED): To provide updates at the next board meeting on YKDFN caribou harvest and 
woodlot harvests (Action 95-27-01-2011) 

 
Closing Prayer: Charlie Jeremick’ca 
  
Adjournment 4:55 p.m. (Motion #229-27-01-2011) 
 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson     Date 


