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Board Meeting Minutes

Location: 
Behchokö, NT


Date: 

16 February 2010
Board Members:

Mike Romie  (Tåîchô Appointee)
Moise Rabesca  (Tåîchô Appointee)
Joseph Judas  (Tåîchô Appointee)
Charlie Rabesca   (Tåîchô Appointee)
Ray Case (GNWT Appointee)
Lance Schmidt (GNWT Appointee)
Staff:

Jody Snortland

Allice Legat

Absent:

Grant Pryznyk (Federal Appointee)

Bruce MacDonald (Federal Appointee) 

Karin Clark (Staff)

Appoint Meeting Chair

Motion #116-16-02-2010
To appoint Joseph Judas as meeting chair
Moved:


Moise Rabesca



Second:


Lance Schmidt



Motion Approved
1.1
Call to Order

9:10 am

1.2
Opening Prayer:
Mike Romie
2.0 Agenda and Previous Minutes 

2.1 
Approval of Agenda
Add Legal Reference Question to Section 3.0 Business

Motion #117-16-02-2010
To approve the agenda with addition above
Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Ray Case



Motion Approved
2.2       Approval of Minutes 

Motion #118-16-02-2010
To approve the minutes from the 19 November 2009 meeting as presented





Moved:


Ray Case 



Second:


Joseph Judas



 Motion Approved
Motion #119-16-02-2010
To approve the minutes from the 2 December 2009 meeting as presented
Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Joseph Judas



 Motion Approved
Motion #120-16-02-2010
To approve the minutes from the 19 January 2010 as presented
Moved:


Moise Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
3.0
Business

** Moise Rabesca and Lance Schmidt excused themselves from Items 3.1 (a-c, e-f) declaring a conflict of interest and left 

3.1
Hearing

a) Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation – Late Intervenor Application

The Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation has applied for later intervenor status for the upcoming public hearing.  The Board is concerned that, at this late date, additional parties will also request late status.  The Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation was notified in November of the WRRB’s Proceeding and their issues proposed, i.e. treaty rights and ENR’s emergency interim measures, are not the focus of the hearing.

Motion #124-16-02-2010
To not grant late intervenor status to the Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation
Moved:


Mike Romie



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
b) Legal Issues

Intervenors were requested to provide their concerns about any legal issues regarding the public hearing.  The Staff compiled all of the legal concerns and allowed all Parties to comment on the list.  As per the Board’s Rules for Proceedings, the Board must consider each matter, including the response and information available on the record, and make a ruling on each.

Motion #125-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #1 as it is not relevant to the proposal or the Proceeding.  

Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #126-16-02-2010
To defer issue #2 for consideration at the hearing. Mr. Warner would be advised to address it at the hearing when he questions ENR.





Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #127-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #3
Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
Motion #128-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #4 as it is not relevant to the proposal or the Proceeding.  

Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Charlie Rabesca



 Motion Approved
Motion #129-16-02-2010
To defer issue #5 for consideration at the hearing. Mr. Warner would be advised to address it at the hearing when he questions ENR.


Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #130-16-02-2010
To defer issue #6 for consideration at the hearing. Mr. Warner would be advised to address it at the hearing when he questions ENR.

Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Charlie Rabesca



 Motion Approved
Motion #131-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #7

Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #132-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #8
Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
Motion #133-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #9
Moved:


Mike Romie



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
Motion #134-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #10
Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
Motion #135-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #11
Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #136-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #12

Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
Motion #137-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #13

Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Charlie Rabesca



 Motion Approved
Motion #138-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #14. This question can be raised at the hearing by the NSMA.
Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #139-16-02-2010
The draft Rules of Procedure will be reviewed after the hearing in this proceeding. The NSMA has the same right to a fair process as all other parties. This right is not affected by the wording of the draft Rules.

Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Mike romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #140-16-02-2010
Issue #16 is premature and is deferred. If it must be addressed, it will, depending on the Board’s decision on the proposal.





Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
Motion #141-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #17

Moved:


Mike Romie



Second:


Ray Case



 Motion Approved
Motion #142-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #18

Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #143-16-02-2010
The WRRB has not sought such a legal opinion as per issue #19
Moved:


Charlie Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #144-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #20

Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
Motion #145-16-02-2010
To dismiss issue #21 

Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Charlie Rabesca



 Motion Approved
c) Evening Sessions

To ensure that the Board will hear from as many affected Tåîchô citizens as possible, the Board agrees to add two evening sessions to the public hearing schedule on Tuesday and Thursday from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

d) Training Dates

An Administrative Law training course is scheduled for March 2-3, 2010, with John Donihee and Paulo Falvo as instructors.  All Tlicho Members have been enrolled.  John Donihee has agreed to continue the training for all Board Members and Staff on March 4, 2010.  All Board Members are to attend an additional training session with John Donihee and Staff on March 21, 2010.

Staff shall prepare a Board Member training schedule and strategic planning exercise for the next fiscal year (Action #72-16-02-2010).
d) Accommodations

Board Members confirmed their preference for accommodations during the public hearing to allow Staff to make necessary arrangements.

e) Legal Reference Question


The GNWT has submitted the following legal reference question to the NWT Supreme Court: “Does the GNWT have legislative authority under subsection 16(m) and section 18 of the Northwest Territories Act, R.S.C. 1985, c.N-27 to regulate subsistence harvesting of barren ground caribou by Aboriginal people?”  An initial hearing is scheduled for 12 March 2010, which time interested parties may make submissions regarding the issue.  As the Board is an “institution of public government” and this is an issue between Aboriginal Governments, TG, and GNWT, the Board does not intend to address this motion.
Motion #146-16-02-2010
The WRRB will not identify as an interested party in the legal reference question proceeding and will await the outcome
Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Lance Schmidt



 Motion Approved

3.2
Wekweèti Complex
The intent of the Tåîchô Government is for the WRRB to have an office in a Tåîchô community.  The Board Members agree that it isn’t ideal to only have an office in Yellowknife.  Further discussion will be required to determine the functions of the Wekwèeti office.  As the space will not be ready for up to two years, the office has not been included in the current year budget.  The Wek’èezhìi Land & Water Board’s space needs are greater; it may be in the Board’s best interest to have a service agreement with the Land & Water Board and to be charged only for space used.

Motion #121-16-02-2010
To inform the Tåîchô Investment Corporation that the WRRB is committed in principle to move into the new Wekweèti Complex.  The WRRB prefers that the Wek’èezhìi Land & Water Board be the primary leaseholder and establish an agreement with the WRRB for use of the space
Moved:


Ray Case



Second:


Charlie Rabesca



 Motion Approved
** Lance Schmidt excused himself from Item 3.3 declaring a conflict of interest and left 

3.3
2010 Spring Bear Baiting Management Proposal

ENR is requesting to permit the use of bait in outfitted hunts of black bear in May/June 2010 along Highway 3.  WRRB initiated a proceeding on this proposal and received comment from North Slave Mètis Alliance.  The Board has no substantiated concerns except for public safety in the short term; in the long term, there is a concern about whether the bear population can sustain the annual harvest.  Propose terms and conditions with appropriate monitoring of the activity to alleviate public safety concerns.  Request ENR to commit to bear management planning approach as the WRRB is unable to continue support without research and monitoring information.
Motion #122-16-02-2010
The WRRB recommends the proposal for 2010 Spring Bear Baiting proceed with the following conditions:

· True North Safaris should speak with elders in Behchokö to inform them of the practice;

· Public safety concerns be alleviated using the proposed terms and conditions with appropriate monitoring of the activity (e.g. spot checks).  The WRRB would like to have a Board member accompany ENR Renewable Resource Offices during inspections;
· ENR commitment to bear management plan to address long-term sustainability of bear populations and harvest.  The WRRB cannot continue to support future applications without a plan; and
· Item #17 of terms and conditions must be forwarded to the WRRB by no later than August 15, 2010 along with actual inspection reports and pictures.

Moved:


Moise Rabesca



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved

3.4
ENR Wildlife Research Permits – Bathurst Caribou Surveys & Bathurst Caribou Health Monitoring

ENR has submitted two applications for Wildlife Research Permits to conduct monitoring activities on both Bathurst and Bluenose East caribou herds.  The applications include the following activities:

· Composition for Bathurst and Bluenose East in spring and fall

· Putting out 13 more collars on the Bathurst herd

· Impromptu aerial surveys of Bathurst and Bluenose East

· Body condition collection on Bathurst and Bluenose East in spring and fall
These monitoring actions are currently under review by the Board as they are listed in the Joint Proposal.
Motion #147-16-02-2010
 WRRB recommends that ENR implement the following monitoring actions related to the Bathurst and Bluenose East Caribou:

· Body condition sampling for spring only outside of the No Harvest Zone.  This does not cover the requested fall harvest as the Board has not completed its Proceeding.  ENR should reapply for a wildlife research permit for fall body condition sampling at a later date;

· Spring/fall composition surveys;

· Impromptu aerial surveys; and

· Addition of 13 collars in and out of the No Harvest Zone.

Moved:


Moise Rabesca



Second:


Lance Schmidt



 Motion Approved

3.5
WRRB-Sponsored Board Member Work



The Board table this item for future review.
4.0
Financial


4.1
2010-2011 Budget and Work Plan

Motion #148-16-02-2010
To approve the 2010-2011 Budget and Work Plan as presented
Moved:


Ray Case 



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved

4.2
WRRB Finance Committee

The Board tabled this item to the next meeting.

5.0
Operations


5.1
Billet Policy

The Board is governed by the Treasury Board Guidelines to pay only $50/night for billets.  As the Tlicho Government pays $125/night for billets, community members are requesting the same from the WRRB.  The Staff recommend that the Board pay the fee of the community in which we are billeting (Option #2).  The Staff is to contact the Treasury Board to ensure that this policy change is acceptable (Action #73-16-02-2010).
Motion #123-16-02-2010
To approve Option #2, i.e. to pay the fee of the community in which we are billeting, provided that this is not inconsistent with Treasury Board Guidelines
Moved:


Ray Case 



Second:


Mike Romie



 Motion Approved
6.0
Information Items


6.1
SARC Appointment

The WRRB has been asked to review and provide comment on the list of nominations for the Species at Risk Committee.  The Board has no concerns with the nomination list.  The Board also supports inviting the Akaitcho Territory Government, Deh Cho First Nations, and the Northwest Territory Métis Nation as observers to the initial Conference of Management Authorities meeting, June 2-3, 2010, in Yellowknife.

7.0
Other Items


7.1
Next Meeting



The next meeting is proposed for April 2010 in Wekwèeti.


Closing Prayer:
Joseph Judas

Adjournment
4:45 p.m.

Minutes Approved:
Original Signed



2 June 2011

Chairperson
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